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Reflections on Remembrance Day
In the opening salvos of World War II, a large British
military force on the European continent, along with
some English citizens and diplomats, retreated to the
French coastal port of Dunkirk. With its back against
the English Channel, the British army faced a German
army that threatened to drive it into the sea. To save
what he could of his army, British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill called for all available sea vessels,
whether large or small, to evacuate the soldiers and
civilians from the besieged French beaches and bring
them back across the Channel to safety.
An incredible array of ships and boats raced to
the rescue-fishing boats and cruise ships alike. As the
flotilla made its way to the beach to pick up soldiers
and then move out again, Nazi aircraft set upon them
like vultures while German artillery pummeled them
with shells. Ships were strafed with machine gun fire,
and some were blown out of the water altogether.
Three German Messerschmits attacked the
defenseless Lancastria, a converted cruise liner,
whose decks and hold were packed with soldiers.
One bomb dropped directly down the ship's
smokestack, tearing a huge gap in her lower hull.
Nearly 200 men were trapped in the forward hold of
the now severely listing ship. No one doubted that the
liner was going down.
Chaos, smoke, oil, fire, and blood, mixed with
terrified cries of the men trapped below, created
pandemonium on deck as those hopeful of surviving
searched for lifeboats or simply leaped into the water.
Moving through the middle of this living nightmare, a
young Navy chaplain quietly worked his way to the
edge of the hold and peered in at the darkness below.
Then, knowing he could never get out, he lowered
himself in. Survivors later told how the only thing that
gave them courage to survive until passing ships
could rescue them was hearing the strong, brave
voices of the men in the hold singing hymns as the
ship finally rolled over and went to the bottom.
This true story testifies to the courage and
compassion of one faithful Christian who gave his life
to provide comfort, courage, and hope to the
suﬀering. That Navy chaplain was putting into
practice the words of his Lord, "Greater love has no
man than this" (John 15:13).

Love is more than words; it's more than a feeling;
more than doing what's easy and convenient. Love
means getting down in the hold with someone to
give them what they really need. It means getting
dirty and being inconvenienced and it sometimes
means "laying down your life for a friend" (John
15:13).
When we commemorate Remembrance Day, at
churches and at cenotaphs across our land, we
remember that others laid down their lives so that
we might be able to live with the freedom that we
now enjoy. But the price was steep. In Churchill's
finely tuned words it was paid "in blood, sweat and
tears".
There are some who have in recent years
questioned whether or not we should continue
these ceremonies of remembrance. After all, there
are now no veterans left from the first Great War
and we are gradually losing to the aging process
those who fought in the Second Great War. The
questions seem to ease when we become aware of
the more recent losses in countries like Afghanistan.
But it was only a few short years ago that John
Robson wrote in the Niagara Falls Review's editorial
page, "Recently, I heard someone ask how long we
had to keep up this Remembrance Day stuﬀ. The
short answer is as long as those guys in the war
graves stay dead and I'm free because of it."
Lest we forget.
Adapted from a piece by
John James on
www.sainta.ca/reflecting-on-remembrance-day

Sunday Services
Sunday 21st October
10.30am
Family Communion Service led by Rev. Jonathan Hardwick
Sunday 28th October
10.30am
Morning Worship - Speaker: Jon Bartlett
Sunday 4th November
10.30am
Communion Service - Guest Speaker: Neil Selby
Sunday 11th November
10.30am
Service of Remembrance led by Rev. Jonathan Hardwick
Sunday 18th November
10.30am
Family Service led by Rev. Jonathan Hardwick
Sunday 25th November
10.30am
Morning Worship led by Rev. Jonathan Hardwick
There is an open invitation for prayer at the end of each morning service. If you
would like prayer, with or without the anointing of oil, then please make your way
to the front row of chairs during our closing songs.
PARENTS: Could we remind you to collect your children from Sunday School straight
after the service. The team need to pack away and cannot assume responsibility for
children after the service.
Hearing aid users:
We have a hearing loop so please turn your hearing aid to the setting “T”.
Children:
Please note that children are the responsibility of their parents except whilst in Sunday
school.
Sunday morning messages online:
You can listen to Sunday morning messages online at www.earlswoodbc.org
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Other Events and Activities
Family Fun @ 3
Please come along and support this family orientated, community congregation on
October 27th and November 24th from 3.00pm - 5.00pm. If you are able to join us as a
volunteer “Enabler” it would be great to see you. If you would like some flyers to hand
to family or friends then please see Jonathan.
The following regular activities take place during the week. If you would like more
information such as venues, please do ask.
House Group:
House Group meets each Tuesday evening at 8pm. Please speak to Jonathan or Jon for
the venue.
Coffee Club:
Coffee Club meets every other Friday at 10.30am for the more “senior” members of our
fellowship and community. There will be tea, coffee, cake, board games and other fun
activities. Coffee Club will meet on 26th October, 9th and 23rd November and there
will be a special Coffee Club - An Extra Cup on 30th November with Jo Hedges - the
Education Co-ordinator for SES Water who will be presenting ‘Wise About Water’, a
short, informal talk outlining the work SES and ways to save water and money..
Prayer:
Regular Prayer takes place at the Tuesday House Group and there is a Women’s Prayer
Meeting on Wednesday mornings in term-time. If you have specific prayer requests then
please contact Jonathan.
“Little Ark” Parent and toddler group:
Term-time Thursdays, 9.00-11.30am. Speak to Maxine for more details.
Spark (From September):
Spark: 5.30pm - 6.30pm Term time Thursdays. For children in Reception to Yr3.
Spark+: 5.30pm - 6.30pm Term time Fridays. For children in Yr4 - Yr6.
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Join us on
26th October, 9th and 23rd
November and there will be a special
Coffee Club - An Extra Cup on 30th
November with Jo Hedges - the
Education Co-ordinator for SES Water
who will be presenting ‘Wise About
Water’, a short, informal talk
outlining the work SES and ways to
save water and money.

Can you help?
Before the party:
We need sweets to give away as prizes.
Can you donate one or two bags of wrapped sweets?
On the night:
We need volunteers to help prepare
food and run small funfair style games.

